Peritoneal dialysis research in the UK: the Cardiff contribution.
The hallmark of the Cardiff contribution to our understanding of peritoneal dialysis over the past quarter century has been their translational approach to research, combining strong basic science with intelligent clinical questions. Their themes have included describing the biology of the dialyzed membrane; elucidation of several overlapping mechanisms of bioincompatibility, resulting in the development and testing of more biocompatible solutions; and describing the morphological changes with time on treatment and the membrane's response to infection. This has extended to investigation of the mechanisms controlling initiation and resolution by the innate immune system, relevant to both long-term membrane injury and a wider understanding of immunobiology. More than any other group, they have held the torch for basic science in peritoneal dialysis research.